
NWEC lend out panels on trafficking to study events on human rights or
gender equality to groups, women’s centers, schools and students..
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 Violence against Women (VAW) is defined as “any act of gender-based violence that 
results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or mental harm or suffering to women, 
including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occur-
ring in public or in private life”, and it affects women in all ages around the world.
 Trafficking in Persons is one form of such violence, a grave violation of human rights, 
which may cause serious psychological and physical pain and irreparable damage to 
women.  Immediate response from a humanitarian perspective is required for the recov-
ery from damages caused by physical and mental violence, a threat or confinement.
 Many women and children who were victim of Trafficking in Persons were brought to 
Japan from overseas for sexual and/or exploitative labor.  International cooperation 
which promote protection and support for the victims, the punishment of perpetrators, 
eradication of demand and poverty are important to solving this problem.
 It is important for each of us to have accurate understanding of the situation so that we 
can raise awareness of the issue to fight and solve the problem.   
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Japan’s ”The 2014 Action Plan
to Combat Trafficking in Persons”
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 “The 2014 Action Plan to Combat Trafficking in Persons” stipulates measures against Trafficking in 
Persons. Remember 4Ps and please also see the Fourth Basic Plan for Gender Equality’s priority field 7  
    “Violence against women” and field 8-2 “creation of an environment in which people such as the 
elderly, the disabled, and non-Japanese people can live safely”

1. Thorough assessment of the current situation  
     of TIP
2. Prevention of TIP
3. Promotion of identification of TIP victims

4. Eradication of TIP
5. Protection and support of TIP victims
6. Establishment of foundations for promotion   
    of measures against TIP

National Women’s Education Center
728 Sugaya, Ranzan-machi, Hiki-gun, Saitama, 355-0292, Japan
T E L : +81-493-62-6479(Office of Research and International Affairs)
FAX: +81-493-62-9034　E-MAIL:rese@nwec.jp

You can find more about NWEC Research on TIP below

”Learning about the Issue
of Trafficking in Persons 2011”

can be downloaded
from above website.

http://www.nwec.jp/jp/program/research/page04.html
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I have
a nice job.
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Broker

I want to help
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Family Recruiter
The victim of

Trafficking in Persons

I have
a good job

You can earn money
for your brothers’

school

It is
different from what 

he promised
me…

Employer

・ I spent money To bring you here
・ I will punish you if you run away
・ I don’t allow you to go outside
・ I will harm your family
・ I will keep your passport

・ Nowhere to go…
 I want to get out of here but
 I don’t know the language…
・ He told me,“ You must pay
 back  your debt.”…
・ I am too afraid
 to get out of here…
・ I don’t know where I am…
・ Who can help me?

Definition of Trafficking in Persons
（Palermo Protocols）

Trafficking in Persons is defined as the act 
of recruitment, transportation, transfer, har-
bouring or receipt of persons, by means of 
the threat or use of force or other forms of 
coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of decep-
tion, of the abuse of power or of a position of 
vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of 
payments or benefits to achieve the consent 
of a person having control over another 
person, for the purpose of exploitation.

Solicitation

Sexual exploitation/
Forced labor

Domestic
Violence

“I have to leave home
because my husband
abuse me and I have 

nowhere to go.” Sex
Discrimination
“Girls have to work for
husband and her family

instead of
going to school.”

Socially
Vulnerable

“I don’t have any chance
to get a job

because I couldn’t
go to a school.”

Poverty
“I want to work

 for my younger brother
and sisters.”

Discriminatory
Custom and

Practice
“My parents handed me

over to their acquaintance
who said no need
for bride’s dowry.”

Economic
Disparity

Disaster
“Our field is full of

volcanic ashes from
the eruption.

We can’t produce
anything this year.”

Ethnic
Conflict

“I had been forced to work
here after being handed

over as a prisoner.”

Conflict
“My parents went missing

during a tribal conflict.
Only way left for me was to

follow the man whom
said he’ll help me”

What is Trafficking in Persons?

Situations in the Sending Countries

Allurement,
A threat,

Fraud

A threat,Fraud,
Confinement,

Debt,Violence,
Menace

 For example, several women from Southeast Asia had their 
passport taken away by their manager. They were forced to 
go out with their customers. 
 If they refused, or if they did not meet the high sales target, 
their food expenses were cut and the managers sexually 
abused them.
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c. Are you aware that a lot of
women and children Trafficked
in Asia etc.,are sent to japan?

Trafficking in Persons in Japan

Demand Factor in Japan
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※Source: NWEC Survey of Contemporary Perceptions and Behavior National Women’s Education Center
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Many women
from various countries

are trafficked
to Japan

The number of
Japanese victims
is increasing in 

Most men
have experience

buying sexual
services

Many women
are not aware
of the situation

Victims’ national origin

a.Experience of men
buying sex by age※1

b. The difference
of awareness between men and
women about men buying sex.

Work
forcibly

No
answer

Should
crack down

Should protect
and support

No need to deal
with them

No
answer

I want to help
my family…
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Sending Country
Country

Destination
Country: Japan

Transit Country

“Since economy worsened
and I don’t own land,

I have to work abroad.”
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d. Why do you think many foreign
women who work in the Japanese

sex industry do so?

e. How should we deal with
the issue of  foreign women in sex

entertainment industry?

Unknown 
male buying 
sexual 
service

Your male 
family or 
acquaintance 
buying 
sexual 
service

Women

Men

Women

Men
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