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■Availability of counseling services for foreign nationals
Eight of the centers that offer counseling services have multilingual counselors, 
and 106 have ties with other public entities

◆Handling of multilingual counseling at centers offering 
     counseling services

◆Availability of counseling 
     services at centers

◆Local governments’ handling of 
     multilingual counseling
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Cabinet Office: Report on a Survey of Local Measures to 
Combat Spousal Violence and Challenges
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■Availability of multilingual information 
117 centers (55.7%) provide multilingual information, 29 of which 
prepare it themselves Purple Dial; Guide to Counseling Services 

for Spousal Violence (9 languages) 
(Cabinet Office); Counseling Services for 
Trafficking in Persons (National Police 
Agency); Guide to the Japan Legal 
Support Service; guides to counseling 
services for foreign nationals; bulletins 
issued by multicultural affairs divisions; 
lists of medical institutions; guides to 
emergency evacuation procedures

◆Examples of
     information available

◆Availability of multilingual 
     information at centers

◆Multilingual information available at centers　

■Requisites for promoting programs pertinent to foreign women　　
Many centers cited the need for “Liaison and information exchange among related individuals 
and institutions” (81.9%) and “Assessment of the current situation surrounding foreign 
women” (71.4%) to facilitate taking measures to assist foreign women.
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The Fourth Basic Plan for Gender Equality and initiatives targeting 
foreign women and international cooperation
The Fourth Basic Plan for Gender Equality was approved by the Cabinet in December 2015. As with previous plans, 
it addresses the need to demonstrate appropriate consideration and establish a favorable environment for foreign 
women, as well as international cooperation and contributions.

   Priority Field 7
Elimination of all forms of violence against women
・Creation of a foundation for eliminating and preventing violence against 
   women
・Furtherance of the prevention of spousal violence and the protection and
   support of victims
・Commitment to ensuring everyone dealing with victims in the line of duty
   demonstrates appropriate consideration
・Promotion of effective measures to address trafficking in persons

   Priority Field 8
Creation of an environment in which women and 
others facing hardship as a result of poverty, old 
age, disabilities or other similar challenges can live 
comfortably
It is important to consider circumstances in which foreign nationals living 
in Japan experience additional hardship because they are women from the 
standpoint of respect for human rights.
Accordingly, gender-equal perspectives must be integrated when 
nurturing an environment in which people facing a variety of hardships 
can live with peace of mind.

   Priority Field 12
International cooperation and contributions with 
respect to gender equality
・Response to issues deliberated for the Convention on the Elimination of
   All Forms of Discrimination Against Women and other international
   standards and at conferences
・Demonstration of international leadership in the field of gender equality

Gender Equality and Globalization: 
Foreign women living in Japan
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Increases in the number of women immigrating
Women account for a high proportion of both Japanese nationals living overseas 
and foreign nationals living in Japan
■Number of foreign national residents 
     by age and gender　　
Women outnumber men in all adult age groups
(above 30) of  foreign residents in Japan

Number of foreign national residents 
by age and gender

■Number of foreign national 
     residents by visa type
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18%
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31%

Statistics on Foreign National Residents

■Trends in the number of Japanese nationals living overseas and countries of abode
The number of Japanese nationals living overseas accounted for by women has exceeded that of men since 1999. Of them, women 
account for more permanent residents, but men account for more long-term residents.

Trends in the number of Japanese nationals living overseas Percentage of Japanese nationals living overseas 
by region and by gender
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Statistical Survey on the Japanese Nationals Overseas

Measures pertinent to foreign women at women’s /gender equality centers
A questionnaire on the following 
categories of programs offered 
by centers as measures pertinent 
to foreign women was conducted.

・Programs for citizens to facilitate international understanding/exchange
・Programs for citizens to raise awareness/promote understanding of 
   foreign nationals’ (women) human rights and support needs
・Programs for citizens and members of organizations to train support providers
・Learning support programs for foreign women 

■Availability of programs
     pertinent to foreign women
146 centers responded “No programs 
pertinent to foreign women.” The most 
frequently adopted measure was “Programs 
for regular citizens to facilitate international 
understanding/exchange” (30 centers), 
followed by “Counseling and other direct 
support for foreign women” (17 centers).

* Mainly lists countries with high number of total country popuration by region.
Statistics on Foreign National Residents (June 2015)

■Percentage of foreign women in Japan
     by region and by country

None of the following programs

Programs for regular citizens to 
facilitate international 

understanding/exchange
Programs for regular citizens to raise 
awareness/promote understanding 

of foreign nationals’ human rights, etc.
Programs for regular citizens and 
members of organizations to train 

support providers

Learning support for foreign women 

Learning support for foreign children
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No response

Programs pertinent to foreign women

Examples of 
training for support 

providers
・Multicultural awareness training 

for social workers
・Training of and for multicultural 

interpreters/translators
・Training of and for Japanese

 language instructors
 

■Asia　■ Europe　■ Africa    ■ North America　■South America　■ Oceania
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